
Inspiring stories about language learning  

This is an output of the project “Inspiring language learning in the early years – Why it matters and what it looks like for children age 3-12” (2016-2019) of the 
European Centre for Modern Languages (ECML). The ECML is a Council of Europe institution promoting excellence in language education in its member states. 
www.ecml.at/inspiringearlylearning 

All the languages I know 

Context: 

• The activity takes place in a fourth and fifth class of the European School

in Brussels (www.eeb1.eu). The ES are multicultural and multilingual

institutions for children from all EU countries. The language of the section

is French, but there are also bilingual/plurilingual children and children

with many different home languages.

Reasons for choosing this activity: 

• The main aims are to make children become aware of their linguistic

repertoires; the roles of different languages in their lives; to motivate

them to learn new languages.

Description: 

• The teacher talks with the children about the languages they use. The

children reflect on their language repertoires. They talk about the

languages they understand, speak, listen and/or write; which languages they

use with whom; etc. (→ meaningful language learning; actively relying on

linguistic repertoires).

• As individual work, each child draws a figure. He/she places the flags

representing his/her languages on the relevant parts of the body according

to the personal use of these languages.

• The children discuss the reasons for placing the flags on the different parts

of the figure. They explain their attitudes to languages, the different

circumstances in which they use a certain language, why they like some

languages more than others, they also think about other languages they

would like to learn, etc. (→ language learning is a process).

Variation: 

• In another class, instead of drawing the colours of the flags, the children

use pictograms in different languages placing them on the relevant parts

of the figure.
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Observation: 
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